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The Dead Sea, located about 400 m below sea level, is the lowest water body 
in the world. Its average salinity is 30-32%, but is considerably less at some sites 
near the shore, where fresh water springs are located. Chlorophyceae, 
Cyanophyceae, denitrifying microorganisms and a few additional primitive life 
forms are known to occur at great depth; near the fresh water springs there are 
some penetrations into the sea of higher life forms, including fishes. Other than 
that no life is known to occur in this sea. 

On 15.VIII.1981 I received for study two large dipterous larvae (Fig. I) in a 
jar of water, collected the day before by Mrs. Tz. Zeydikovich in the Dead Sea, 
near Ein Gedi, 10 meters off shore. The salinity of this water sample was 25.6% 
(kindly determined by Mr. I. Sidis of this department), a low value that can be 
attributed to the specific locality, at the mouth of two fresh water streams, or to 
underwater, fresh water springs. The fully grown last instar larvae lived in the 
water without any treatment for at least 7 days, then pupated. On 30.VIII.1981 a 
♂ fly emerged and was determined as Stratiomys longicomis (Scopoli) 
(Stratiomyidae) (Fig. 2). I have previously reared several adults of this species 
from larvae found in a relatively fresh water 
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Figs. 1-2. Stratiomys longicornis (Scopoli). 1. Pupa, ensheathed inside the last 
larval skin, lateral view. 2. Adult male. 






