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ABSTRACT
A survey was conducted in 1995, mainly in Central Greece, to record the native species of
the genus Orius found by collecting plant samples; the seasonal abundance of Orius
species had been studied also in 1992 and 1993 by identifying and counting those caught
in Moericke water traps placed in fields of cotton, tomato and tobacco. The species of
Orius that were found on several crops and weeds were O. niger (Wolff), O. vicinus Rib.,
O. laticollis Reuter, O. hon'athi (Reuter), O. laevigatas (Fieber), O.pallidicornis (Reuter)
and O. majusculus (Reuter). The two most widespread species were O. niger and
O.pallidicornis. The first was found in pepper flowers and on the leaves of tomato plants,
whereas O.pallidicornis was always recorded from the flowers of the weed Ecballium
elaterium (L.). O. niger was the species caught most frequently in water traps, and more
were caught in cotton than in tomato or tobacco fields. Although the number of O. niger
peaked in August-September in both the years 1992 and 1993 in cotton fields, there was no
definite pattern to the numbers caught in tomato and tobacco fields.
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INTRODUCTION
The western flower thrips (WFT), Frankliniella occidentalis (Pergande), which has been
introduced during the last few years into the Mediterranean region (Bournier and Bournier, 1987;
Arzone et al., 1989; Roditakis, 1991), is a serious pest, mainly because it is extremely polyphagous;
it can infest many types of vegetable, ornamental and fruit crops, both under protected and outdoor
conditions. Moreover, WFT is an effective vector of the tomato spotted wilt virus that causes
considerable damage to many vegetable crops.
Several species of the genus Orius Wolff, which are both polyphagous and effective biological
control agents, can provide substantial control of WFT: they feed mainly on thrips, and particularly
WFT, but also on whiteflies, aphids, mites and the eggs of certain Lepidoptera.
Orius insidiosus (Say) is a natural enemy of WFT and is used worldwide in biological control
programmes. However, according to Van De Viere and Degheele (1992), Orius niger (Wolff) is
much better adapted to short-day conditions than O. insidiosus. Similar specificity was found by
Tommasini and Nicoli (1994) who described four species of Orius, each of which was different
with respect to prey consumption, mortality and its suitability for mass rearing.

