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ABSTRACT
Thirteen species of Cassidinae (Chrysomelidae) are reported from Israel. A key is provided
to these and two additional species that are known from neighbouring countries and may
eventually be found in Israel.
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INTRODUCTION
The Cassidinae, or tortoise beetles, with over 3000 named species, comprise one of the largest
subfamilies of the family Chrysomelidae. They are almost world-wide in distribution, but most
species occur in the tropics, especially in South America. They are relatively scarce in certain
temperate regions, and less than 100 species are recorded from the Palaearctic Region.
The subfamily is characterized by a broad body, strongly explanate margins of the pronotum
and elytra, and in most species by the head being completely hidden by the pronotum and invisible
from above (Fig. 1). The larvae possess a caudal appendage to which are attached the successive
molted skins and often the accumulated larval feces for camouflage.
Seven species of Cassidinae were recorded from Israel hitherto (Bodenheimer, 1937; Avidov and
Harpaz, 1969; Gerling and Kugler, 1973). In recent years only four of them were confirmed, and six
additional species were found. Two other species were recorded from adjacent countries (Spaeth
and Reitter, 1926; Borowiec, 1986), and their occurrence in Israel is possible.
In Avidov and Harpaz's (1969) textbook on plant pests of Israel, two noxious species are
mentioned: Cassida palaestina Reiche and Saulcy (Fig. 1), which feeds on artichoke, beet,
safflower and spinach, and C. vittata Villers, which feeds on beet. The damage caused by these
species, however, is negligible.
In the present paper we list the species known from Israel, with their distribution, host plants and
collection months (in Roman numerals). A key to the species recorded from Israel and adjacent
countries is given. The information is based primarily on specimens in the National Collection of
Insects, Department of Zoology, Tel Aviv University and the Entomological Collection of the
University of Wroclaw. Taxonomic terminology follows Lopatin (1984).

