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ABSTRACT

The Republic of Georgia is divided by the Caucasus mountains into subtropical and drier
regions. In citrus groves, where 18 species of coccids are recorded, the most harmful are
Lopholeucaspis japonica (Cockerell), Chrisomphalus dictyospermi (Morgan), Ceroplastes
japonicus Green and C. sinensis Del Guercio, whereas heavy infestations are caused locally
by Aonidiella citrina (Coquillet), Chloropulvinaria aurantii (Cockerell) and Ch, floccifera
(Westwood). Most of the other coccids are under good natural control. Sixteen species of
entomophagous insects were introduced to improve biological control and several of them
were established with good results. At present, a new integrated program of citrus pest
control is being implemented. In tea plantations, Ch. floccifera is the most common species.
It is followed by L. japonica; its infestation has decreased recently. The most harmful
species on grapevine are Planococcus ficus (Signoret) and Neopulvinaria inmtmerabilis
(Rathon), whereas others (about 10) have no economic importance. Against harmful
coccids on grape, as well as on tea, only biological control measures (e.g. Ciyptolaemus
montrouzieri Mulsant) are applied. About 30 pest species infest fruit trees, the most noxious
being Quadraspidiotus perniciosus (Comstock), particularly in the eastern (dry) part of the
country. Parlatoria oleae (Colvee) and Epidiaspis leperii (Signoret) are harmful, too. In
coastal regions, damage is caused by L. japonica, Pseudococcus afflnis (Maskell),
Ceroplastes spp. and others. About 10 coccid species are recorded on mulberry, but they
have no economic significance. Recently, an infestation by Pseudaulacaspis pentagona
(Targioni Tozzetti) was recorded near Batumi. The largest number of coccid species occurs
on ornamental and urban plants. Control measures against pests were discussed. The
complexes of natural enemies attacking coccids have been studied, in order to provide
rational control measures.
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Georgia, a relatively small mountainous country in the Caucasus, has a variety of landscape
zones and a rich flora and fauna. It has a well developed horticulture, viticulture and tea-growing
industry, and also grows citrus and other subtropical crops. The mountains divide the country
into the western subtropical region, occupying the Black Sea coast and adjacent territory, and the
eastern part with a drier climate.
Specific complexes of insect pests, including coccids, have formed over the years in the
various zones of Georgia. About 60 species of coccids (Hadzibeyli, 1983) came to Georgia with

