Israel Journal of Entomology
Vol. XXIX (1995) pp. 153-155

GENERA OF THE DIASPIDOID SCALE INSECTS
(COCCOIDEA: DIASPIDOIDEA) OF SOUTH ASIA
R.K. VARSHNEY
Zoological Survey of India, Calcu tta 700053, India

ABSTRACT
The Diaspidoid scale insects of South Asia belong to 112 genera in the Halimococcidae (1
genus) and the Diaspididae (116 genera). A check-list of these genera is given. Numbers in
parenthesis indicate the number of species in each genus in the region, totaling 362 named
species and subspecies.
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A check-list of the scale insects (Homoptera: Coccoidea) of South Asia, comprising
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Myanmar (= Burma), Pakistan and Sri Lanka (= Ceylon),
has been compiled by the author. It includes the valid names, with their respective synonyms, of
the taxa recorded from South Asia, together with data on their host plants and distribution in this
region.
Part I of the check-list was published (Varshney, 1992), dealing with 117 genera and 341
species and subspecies of 15 families, namely Margarodidae, Monophlebidae, Ortheziidae,
Tachardiidae, Eriococcidae, Kermesidae, Dactylopiidae, Beesoniidae, Pseudococcidae,
Aclerdidae, Asterolecaniidae, Cerococcidae, Lecanodiaspididae, Coccidae and Conchaspididae.
Part II, the last one, is in its final stage of preparation, covering 112 genera, 362 named species
and subspecies and 34 undetermined species of Halimococcidae and Diaspididae.
The armored scale insects (Diaspidoidea) constitute the largest group within the Coccoidea.
Many species are pests of agricultural crops. In a recent estimate (Miller and Davidson, 1990),
12% of the world fauna of these insects are considered as major pests. Within an evolutionary
sequence, the Diaspidoids are regarded as the most advanced coccoids (Miller and Kosztarab,
1979). Their evolutionary trends and subdivisions were discussed by Takagi (1981) and Danzig
(1990). Borchsenius (1966) catalogued the species and genera of the world. Several
monographic reviews have been published in recent years, e.g. Chionaspis (Takagi, 1985) and
the Odonaspidini (Ben-Dov, 1988). Rosen (1990) edited two volumes on these insects, their
biology, natural enemies and control. Varshney (1985) reported on the occurrence of 323
species and subspecies in the Indian region.
Listed below are the genera which have been recorded from South Asia, with their number
of species and subspecies given in parantheses.

