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ABSTRACT
Rhodococcus peromatus (Cockerell and Parrott) was formerly known as a rare,
steppe-inhabiting, mesophilous species in the Palearctic region. However, in recent years it
is becoming a pest of cultivated roses in Hungary, mainly in the Budapest region. It
develops one annual generation. Because of the unusual dry and hot spring of 1993, all the
eggs hatched in Buda by the middle of June. All nymphs settled on twigs by the end of June.
The average number of eggs per female is 256. This soft scale overwinters as a
second-instar nymph. The nymphs are described and illustrated.
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INTRODUCTION

Rhodococcus peromatus (Cockerell and Parrott) (Homoptera: Coccidae) is widely distributed in
the Palearctic region only, including the countries of Austria, Bulgaria, Hungary, Italy,
Moldavia and the Krasnoyarsk area of Russia, actually the south central part of Siberia
(Ben-Dov, 1993). It is hard to detect the insects on the spiny stems of wild roses, and these are
avoided by the general collector. Therefore, this species is probably more widely distributed
also in Yugoslavia, Romania and eastern Russia, than the available records suggest. Tsalev
(1966) considered the species a pest on commercial roses in Bulgaria. The present distribution in
Hungary is shown in Fig. 1.
Rhodococcus peromatus was first collected in Hungary by Kozar (1970) in 1968 at Csopak,
near the lake Balaton. Since then it was found at a number of other locations (Fig. 1). It was
detected for the first time in Budapest in 1992 on the southern slopes of the Gellert Mountain on
Rosa "hybrida" (polyantha group) and I have initiated my studies at this location in 1993.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Weekly samples were taken from infested shrubs starting on May 12, 1993 until May 31,1994.
Specimens of all developmental stages were collected from the leaves, shoots and twigs. Live
specimens were fixed in warm 75% ethyl alcohol and microscope slides were prepared by using

