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ABSTRACT
An identification manual for Coccinea of Northeastern North America (NENA) is in
preparation. It covers the scale insects from 19 states and Washington, D.C., in the United
States of America (USA), and six provinces in Canada, as far north as Ellesmere Island. To
date there are about 219 species known from this region, 11 of them pests of indoor plants.
They represent 85 genera and 12 families. Only 22 species appear to be endemic to this
region. Most species have a wide distribution in North America, including many
polyphagous pest species. A comparison between species from this region and other
geographic areas showed that the highest number of shared species of Coccidae and
Pseudococcidae was with California. The book will provide keys, illustrated morphological
descriptions, and information on distribution, hosts, biology/life cycle, natural enemies,
other associated organisms and economic importance, as well as an extensive list of
references.
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An assessment made in 1990 by homopterists in the USA found that approximately 324 species,
or 27% of the total 1200 Coccinea species, have not been described as yet from North America.
In addition, for all Coccinea, most of the immature stages and adult males remain undescribed,
and updated information on biology and distribution is lacking (Kosztarab et al., 1990). The
reason for the dismal current status is that available identification manuals for most of the
families are 40 to 65 years old. To improve the situation, we initiated work on a book for
identification of Coccinea occurring in Northeastern North America (NENA). The manual will
include the scale insects from 19 states and Washington, D.C., in the USA, as well as six
provinces in eastern Canada as far north as Ellesmere Island (see Fig. 1). To date we have
cataloged about 219 species from this area representing 85 genera and 12 families.
Utilizing the data in our files accumulated over the past 33 years, along with other sources
dealing with scale insects in this region, we have compiled and updated information on each
species. Included in the book will be keys, illustrated morphological descriptions, an extensive
list of references, and information on distribution, hosts, biology/life cycle, natural enemies,
other associated organisms, and economic importance.
The manual will be designated as the fourth contribution to a US National Biological
Survey, with the hope that it will provide a stimulus for colleagues who work in the southeastern
and western US to prepare comprehensive identification manuals for those regions.
Twenty-one species appear to be endemic to NENA, or about 9% of the total species

