Israel Journal of Entomology
Vol. XXVIII (1994) pp. 165-169

A NEW DICRANOPTYCHA FROM ISRAEL, WITH NOTES ON TAXONOMY
AND CLASSIFICATION OF THE GENUS (DIPTERA: LIMONIIDAE)
JAROSLAV STARY
Department of Zoology, Natural Sciences Faculty of the Palacky University,
771 46 Olomouc, Czech Republic

ABSTRACT
Dicranoptycha freidbergi n. sp. is described from Israel, and the male and female terminalia
are illustrated. The new species belongs to the group referred to as the subgenus Ulugbekia
Savchenko, 1970. Taxonomic characters within Dicranoptycha and rejection of the subgenus
Ulugbekia are discussed.
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INTRODUCTION

Through the kind cooperation of Dr. Amnon Freidberg, the Limoniidae from the collection of the
Tel-Aviv University became available for study. This rather rich material comprises many
species, most of them new to Israel and some representing undescribed taxa. Results of the
examination of this material will be published successively. In this paper, the description of a
new species of Dicranoptycha Osten-Sacken, 1860 is presented.
Although some uncertainty arose lately about the systematic position of Dicranoptycha (cf.
Savchenko, 1982; Stary, 1987; Oosterbroek andTheowald, 1991; Savchenko et al., 1992), the
genus has recently been assigned to the subfamily Limoniinae (Stary, 1992).
Terminology essentially follows McAlpine (1981). Some terms used by Young (1987) for
various elements of the male terminalia of Dicranoptycha are added.
Dicranoptycha freidbergi n. sp.
(Figs. 1-3)
DESCRIPTION.

Body length 9-10 mm, wing length 7.5-8.5 mm.
Male. Head\ Heavily grey pruinose, suffused with brownish on frons. Bristles around eyes
about twice as long as narrowest width of frons. Rostrum and palpus dark brown. Antenna
reaching approximately to base of wing. Scape and pedicel brown to dark brown, the former with
greyish brown pruinosity, the latter slightly shining. Flagellomeres long-oval, with verticils 1.5-2
times as long as respective segments. At least first flagellomere yellow, following flagellomeres
becoming darker (concolorous with pedicel) towards distalmost segments.
Thorax: Generally brown to greyish brown, dull, darker and largely whitish pruinose on pleura.
Prescutum without any conspicuous pattern. Wing rather narrow, with membrane

