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ABSTRACT
Larval studies on five species belonging to two genera of Epilachninae were made and larval
characters were compared with those of previously studied species. The presence of setulae
on the scoli of Henosepilachna is exclusive to this genus and can prove to be a taxonomic
character at the generic level.
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INTRODUCTION

Coccinellidae, including beneficial predator and harmful phytophagous forms, have been
actively studied in both adult and larval stages. The adults occur in color-aberrant forms posing
problems to taxonomists. It thus becomes pertinent to study the larval forms, which may provide
certain additional characters helpful in reducing the problems. The genus Henosepilachna was
erected by Li (Li and Cook, 1961) out of Epilachna Chevrolat, based upon the fact that in the
former genus the last abdominal sternite is always longitudinally split in the middle in females
and is undivided in males, whereas in the latter genus the sternite is undivided in both sexes.
However, this view is not acceptable to Kapur (1966). So far, the species of Henosepilachna
studied for their larval characters are included in the works of Sasaji (1968b) on H. boisduvali
(Mulsant), H. vigintioctopunctata (Fabricius) and II. vigintioctomaculata (Motschulsky), and
Savoiskaya and Klausnitzer's (1973) work on H. argus (Geoffroy), H. vigintioctopunctata and
I I . elaterii (Rossi). Despite enormous work on the larvae of Coccinellidae, the generic characters of Henosepilachna still remain to be defined properly. The present work includes studies on
the larvae of five species viz. Henosepilachna vigintioctopunctata, H. vigintioctomaculata, H.
pusillanima (Mulsant), //. ocellata (Redtenbacher) and Afidenta misera (Weise) and is aimed at
drawing the larval characters of Henosepilachna.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

The larval material for the species studied was obtained after rearing field-collected adult beetles
in laboratory cages. For subsequent studies the larvae were killed in boiling water and preserved
in 70% alcohol. Larvae were dissected, cleared in 10% KOH and mounted after

