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ABSTRACT
Xenasteia shalam n. sp., a second Palearctic species of Xenasteiidae, is described from Israel
and compared with other species of the genus. A key to the Palearctic species of Xenasteia
Hardy is given.
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INTRODUCTION

Hardy (1980) established the family Xenasteiidae for Xenasteia and seven Pacific and
Indian Ocean species, which he described in the same paper. Several months later, Papp
(1980) established Tunisimyiidae for Tunisimyia excellens Papp (1980), collected in
Tunisia. Papp (1984) sank Tunisimyiidae in favor of Xenasteiidae and supplied a concise
diagnosis for the family. Freidberg (1988) recorded under Tunisimyia Papp (1980) two
unidentified species from Israel. McAlpine (1989), in his discussion of the phylogeny and
classification of the Muscomorpha, made Tunisimyia a junior synonym of Xenasteia Hardy
(1980). These five publications comprise all the original work on the family Xenasteiidae.
The present work is based on 35 specimens of Xenasteia collected in various parts of
Israel, mostly from the Dead Sea area. All but one of the specimens seem to represent an
undescribed species, clearly differing from other congeners. The new species is the second
representative of the family in the Palearctic region. A single specimen, a female, collected
at the Mediterranean coast, is different from the new species and may belong to X. excellens
(Papp). However, males of this second species are needed to unambiguously determine its
identity.
The puipose of this paper is to make the new species' name available for a review of the
Palearctic Xenasteiidae that will be published in the forthcoming Manual of Palaearctic
Diptera. The new species is described and a key to the two known Palearctic species is given.
Terminology follows McAlpine (1981). Costal index is defined as the straight distance
between apices of veins R, and R2+3 divided by the straight distance between apices of veins
R2+3 and R4+5.

