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ABSTRACT

Pamphagulus peneri n. sp. is described from southern Israel. Closely resembling P. boden- heimeri
Uvarov (1929), it differs from this species in several meristic characters compiled in a comparative
table. P. peneri is a typical dweller in Zygophyllum dumosum Boiss. vegetation.
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INTRODUCTION

The genus Pamphagulus, previously placed by Uvarov (1929) and Chopard (1943) within the
Pamphaginae and later recognized by Johnston (1956), Descamps (1970), and Fishelson (1985) as
belonging to the Dericorythinae, includes a few species distributed from North Africa to Sinai and
now the southern part of Israel. In 1929 Uvarov described the species P. bodenheimeri from a
female collected in Sinai (Suez). Fishelson (1985) assigned to the same species some additional
specimens collected later in the Negev desert of Israel.
A recent re-examination of this sample of five specimens and its comparison with the type of P.
bodenheimeri in the Natural History Museum, London, as well as with other species of the genus
Pamphagulus, showed that the Israeli specimens differ markedly from all others and, in fact, belong
to a new species, P. peneri, which is described below.
Pamphagulus peneri n. sp.
(Figs. 1 A, 2)
Female
Apterous, small, very rugose, tuberculated.
Head: Opisthognathous, rugose, carinulae radiating around eye; fastigium strongly protruding
between eyes, sharp below vertex, densely punctated. Facial carinae above clypeus widely
separated, converging between antennal bases, diverging above the median ocellus. Ocular sulci
clear, with sharp carinae. Antenna short, 5 terminal segments strongly punctated. Vertex of head
slightly raised, with a longitudinal carina and 3 large tubercules, of which the central one continues
on the frontal ridge. Above the eye a single, large tubercule, from which a ridge continues towards
the ocellus.

