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ABSTRACT

Twenty species of phytophagous, predaceous, mycophagous and saprophagous mites were
recorded during a survey (1980-1990) in commercial hazel groves and on individual trees
in different parts of Turkey.
KEY WORDS: Turkey, hazel trees, Acarina, Phytoseiidae, Tetranychidae, Tydeidae, Eriophyidae,
Acaridae.

INTRODUCTION

Very little was known on the hazel (Corylus) mites (Acarina) of Turkey prior to the studies of Isik
et al. (1987). They recorded only four mite species, namely Tetranycopsis horridus (Canestrini and
Fanzago), Tetranychus sp. (Tetranychidae), filbert big bud mite or nut gall mite, Phytocoptella
avellanae (Nalepa) (Eriophyidae), and Allotrombium sp. (Trombidiidae). Tetranychus horridus
and Phytocoptella avellanae were found on hazel in other parts of the world (Jeppson et al., 1975).
Tetranychus horridus was known since 1965, but was never considered to be an important hazel
pest in Turkey. Phytocoptella avellanae, on the other hand, is a serious pest of hazel, filbert and cob
nuts and has therefore attracted attention for a long time. This mite evidently occurs wherever these
nuts are grown in Eurasia, North America and Australia. Phytocoptella avellanae causes "big buds"
on native Corylus in North America (Jeppson et al., 1975). In Turkey this species is also a very
common pest on nuts. Isik et al. (1987) recorded only one predaceous mite, namely Allotrombium
sp., a very common species feeding on phytophagous mites. Since their work no additional records
on hazel mites in Turkey have been published.
During 1980-1990, a countrywide survey was carried out in commercial and noncommercial
hazel groves in Turkey. Mites were collected especially in the coastal plain of the Marmara and
Black Sea and also in some central parts of the country. The accumulated data enabled me to review
some concepts of the systematics and distribution of the various species recorded on hazel. Some
mite species are hitherto unrecorded from Turkey.
I also examined some samples collected earlier by Prof. Dr. Z. Duzgunes (Ankara University,
Faculty of Agriculture, Plant Protection Department, Ankara) and deposited in our collection.
Mites were preserved in 70% alcohol and mounted in Hoyer's fluid. The setal terminology of
Garman (1948), Nesbitt (1951), Chant (1959), Pritchard and Baker (1955) and Baker (1965) has
been followed.
The collection sites are shown in Fig. 1.

