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ABSTRACT

A new parasitic wasp, Parasierola swirskiana, associated with the lesser date moth,
Batrachedra amydraula Meyrick, is described from Israel, Jordan and Afghanistan.
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INTRODUCTION

While studying bethylids that emerged from caterpillars damaging young date fruitlets in Israel, I
have found specimens of an undescribed species. This species is being described here, so the name
will be available to scientists investigating its biology.
Parasierola swirskiana n. sp.
(Figs. 1-4)
Holotype female
Length 2.7 mm, length of fore wing 1.6 mm. Black; apical third of scape, pedicel, basal half of
flagellum, fore tibia and tarsi, a narrow basal and a wide apical ring on mid and hind tibia, tarsal
segments 1-4 of mid and hind legs, radial and costal veins of fore wing straw yellow. Subcostal
vein, prostigma and pterostigma dark piceous, almost black. Other veins of fore wing and palpi
yellowish white. Teeth of mandible reddish. Head, thorax and abdominal terga 3-6 sparsely clothed
with semidecumbent, snow white pubescence. Wings membrane hyaline, vitrous; distal half of fore
wing clothed with uniformly distributed, short and dark setulae.
Head 1.17 x as long as wide. Eye glabrous; at its maximum (in lateral view of head) 1.4 x as
long as wide, and 1.3 x as long as occiput (measured between eye tops and vertex crest). Front (at its
minimum between eyes) 1.25 x as wide as length of eye. Mandibles quadridentate apically. Median
clypeal lobe as long as width of scape, sides forming a right angle; median keel sharp, continuous
up to base of frontal lobe, arcuately declivous in lateral view. Front angle of ocellar triangle right
angle. Ocello-ocular line 1.3 x width of ocellar triangle. Lateral ocelli touching vertex crest,
separated between them by two ocellar diameters. Antennal scrobe unbordered dorsally. Antenna
short, at most reach anterior margin of pronotal disc. Relative length of first four antennal segments
in a ratio as 4.0:1.5:1.0:1.0. Flagellar segments 1-7 transverse, dor- soventrally flattened, segments
shorter than thick and trapezoidal in shape (Fig. 2). Flagellar segments 8-10 subglobular, as long as
thick; flagellar segment 11 longer than thick. Pubescence

