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ABSTRACT
Scythia aetnensis n. sp., a soft scale insect (Homoptera: Coccoidea: Coccidae) collected on Festuca
circummediterranea on Mount Etna, Italy, is described from the adult female.
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The volcanic complex of Mount Etna in Sicily has a recent, local flora with a low diversity of
species (Poli, 1965). This flora, corresponding to the altitudes, includes the typical xerophytes of
the high Mediterranean mountains, forest formations, and also some strips which are rich in
floristic elements.
The scale insect (Homoptera : Coccoidea) fauna of this coenothic complex has been partly
studied (Costantino, 1950). Therefore, a survey was initiated in 1987, during which a soft scale
insect was collected on Festuca circummediterranea in the Etnean area of Galvarina (Catania), at
an altitude of 1819 m. This insect is here described as a new species of the genus Scythia
Kiritshenko. So far, the genus included the following paleartic species: 1) S. craniumequinum
Kiritshenko, 1937, living on Festuca and Stipa spp. in Central Europe and Mongolia (Kosztarab
and Kozar, 1988); 2) S. festuceti (Sulc, 1941), living on Festuca ovina in Central Europe
(Kosztarab and Kozar, 1988); 3) S. stipae Hadzibejli, 1967, living on Festuca sulcata and Stipa
lessingiana in Georgia and Azerbaijan (Hadzibejli, 1973).
Scythia aetnensis n. sp.
(Fig. 1)
Young female, oval elongate in outline, flat; pinkish yellow; 2.4-3.3 mm long and 0.7-1.0 mm wide.
Ovipositing female, light reddish; 3.8-4.0 mm long and 1.1-1.4 mm wide. Ovisac enveloping the body,
dense, feltlike, up to 5 mm long and 1.4 mm wide, whitish-grey.
Dorsum. Short submarginal conical setae forming two groups on the head, each with 1-7 setae, 10-18
µm long and 0-3 setae, 5-7 µm long. Anal lobe with a marginal group of 8-15 truncated conical setae,
14-21 µm long; 3-5 slender, pointed setae (23-40 µm long) placed along margin of anal cleft. A few
setae, 7µm long, on the body margin. All the surface with numerous tubular ducts, each 25 µm long;
inner ductule 16 µm long and 2 µm wide, outer ductule 9 µm long and 1.5 µm wide. Preopercular pores
sieve-like, about 6 µm in diameter, situated in a median longitudinal cluster of 23-71 pores, extending
from anal plates to fifth abdominal segment. Minute circular pores, about 2 µm in diameter, numerous
and scattered over entire dorsum; inner area of pores sieve-like. Heavily sclerotized bilocular pores, with
a narrow, slit-like opening surrounded by a dark rim, about 3 µm in diameter, scattered over entire
dorsum. Anal ring poriferous, 40-54 µm in diameter, with 8 setae, 140-167 µm long. Anal plates
triangular, 54-107 µm long, 47-760

