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ABSTRACT

The enigmatic species Proscleroderma punctata is restudied, removed from the Bethylidae and
transferred to the Sierolomorphidae. The systematic position of the genus is discussed. A key
for identification of the genera of sierolomorphids is provided.
KEY WORDS: Sierolomorphidae, Proscleroderma, key to genera.
INTRODUCTION

The family Sierolomorphidae contains only a few species, all of which have been assigned to the
genus Sierolomorpha. Initially it was only known from North America by a single species. The
second species was described from Hawaii. Evans (1961) revised the Nearctic representatives and
added five more species. Subsequently Nagy (1971) described two new species from the eastern
Palaearctic region. It is obvious that the family occurs in the East Mediterranean area.
Recently I discovered that Proscleroderma Kieffer also belongs to the family. Kieffer (1905)
established this genus without including species. Later, Kieffer (1906) redescribed the genus and
included a single species, punctata. He placed this taxon in the Bethylidae. The genus has remained
enigmatic since then. I lately examined the type material of Proscleroderma that belongs to the
Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris, and concluded that the genus is misassigned in
Bethylidae; it really belongs to Sierolomorphidae, where it becomes the second genus in the
family.
The purpose of this paper is to redescribe Proscleroderma and its type-species and to provide a
key to the two genera of the Sierolomorphidae.
Proscleroderma Kieffer,
1905 Proscleroderma Kieffer, 1905:100 (without included
species).
Type-species: Proscleroderma punctatum Kieffer, 1906:430, first included species and by monotypy.
Head hypognathous, inner orbit of eye not emarginate. Antennal tubercles projecting. Occipital
carina sharp dorsally, continued ventrally to hypostoma. Propleuron large, oblique, considerably longer
than front coxa. Pronotum elongate, campanuliform, as long as wide posteriorly. Scuto- scutellar suture
straight, transverse. Female brachypterous (male unknown), wings scale-like, hardly longer than tegula.
Mesepimeron with subtegular pit evanescent. Mesostemum declivous, without horizontal pad in front of
mid coxae. Propodeal disc large, rounded, longer than posterior declivity of propodeum; without
longitudinal carinules but with a median furrow, and not carinu- lately bordered on the sides. Felt lines of
second abdominal segment situated at the base of sternite, having the form of densely pilose orifices.
Other features like Sierolomorpha.

