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ABSTRACT
Four species of bark-inhabiting pseudoscorpiones are recorded from a survey on
forest and ornamental trees and shrubs in Israel.
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Thirty six species of pseudoscorpiones (Arachnida) were recorded from Israel by
Beier (1963) and Mahnert (1974). Eight of these are bark inhabitants, namely:
Dactylochelifer kussariensis (Daday), D. pallidus Beier, Hysterochelifer tuberculatus (H.
Lucas), Rhacochelifer corcyrensis bicolor (Beier), R, longueunguiculatus Beier, R.
pecularis latissimus Beier (Cheliferidae), Atemnus? syriacus (Beier) (Atemnidae) and
Chernes rhodinus Beier (Chemetidae).
This note reports on the collection, in the last decade, of bark-inhabiting species,
associated with forest and ornamental trees and shrubs in Israel. Two methods were applied
for obtaining the material: (a) beating branches of live trees and shrubs, and (b) collectin
and checking stems and branches, mostly of damaged plants.
Altogether, four bark-inhabiting species were found. One of them, Rhacochelifer
corcyrensis, is of wide distribution and occurs on many plants, conifers and broadleaved
trees as well; the three others were found occasionally. One species, Hysterochelifer
gracilimanus, and one subspecies, R. corcyrensis corcyrensis,are new to the Israeli fauna.
All the collected species belong to the Cheliferidae. The material is deposited in the
Museum d'Histoire naturelle,. Geneve, and in the Department of Entomology, A.R.O., Bet
Dagan, Israel.
1. Rhacochelifer corcyrensis corcyrensis (Beier)
The species is widely distributed in the eastern Mediterranean, from Italy to Turkey,
and is mentioned also from the islands of Crete, Rhodes and Cyprus. Three subspecies have
been distinguished: bicolor Beier, 1963, from Israel; procerus Mahnert, 1978, from the
island of Djerba (Tunisia); the specimens studied here belong clearly to the nominate
subspecies: tarsus of leg I of the male 2.2-2.5 times longer than wide, its apical lateral angle
being rectangular. The ssp. bicolor is probably limited to the southern, drier regions of
Israel.
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