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ABSTRACT
Ocnogyna loewi is present in all regions of Israel, and occasionally in high
numbers in the Coastal Plain. Males are on the wing from November to
February. Ocnogyna bellieri was found in small' numbers in the central and
northern parts of the country but was absent in the arid, semi-arid and mountain
regions. Males are on the wing from February to March inclusive.

INTRODUCTION
Since 1959 light traps have been operated in various regions of Israel and many insect
species have been trapped. This paper presents some of the information obtained over the years
concerning two Ocnogyna species.
During the winter Ocnogyna loewi Zeller and 0. bellieri Lederer ssp. berytta Staudinger
moths were conspicuous in the light-trap catches Analysis of the data obtained from catches
over the years at several sites in each region showed definite differences in geographical
distribution and seasonal occurrence of the two species. O. loewi may sometimes cause damage
to field and vegetable crops (Bodenheimer, 1930; Avidov & Harpaz, 1969).

METHODS
The source of light in each trap was a 160-watt mercury vapour bulb placed over a
funnel with a fan to drive the approaching moths into the container attached to the funnel.
DDVP-impregnated strips were used to kill the moths in the containers.
Since 1959 light traps have been installed and operated all year round for various
periods in different parts of the country, (Fig. 1). Traps 1 and 2 were located in the Arava
Valley, traps 3-6 in the Negev Region, trap 7 in Jerusalem (Judean Mountains) traps 9-10 in the
Coastal Plain, trap 11 in the Jordan Valley, trap 12 in the Valley of Yezreel, and traps 13-14 in
the Hula Valley (Upper Galilee).
*Contribution from the Agricultural Research Organization, The Volcani Center, Bet Dagan
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