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ABSTRACT 

The family Micropezidae is represented in Israel by 3 species of the genus 
Micropeza: annuliventris (Hendel), grallatrix Loew and nigra Loew. 
Morphological, distributional and phenological characteristics as well as a key 
for the separation of the three species are given. 
KEY WORDS: Diptera, Micropezidae, Micropeza annuliventris, M. grallatrix, M. 
nigra, Israel. 

INTRODUCTION 

Among the acalyptrates of Israel the Micropezidae are unique in having extremely long 
and slender legs (Fig. 1). The family is further characterized by having a complete costal vein in 
the wing, strong subcostal vein, which is separate from vein r1 distinct alula (which may be very 
narrow), hind legs more elongate than the other pairs, ocellar bristles reduced and fronto-orbital 
bristles absent. The female's 7th abdominal segment forms a conical or cylindrical oviscape, 
and the cerci are separate, not forming a rigid aculeus. The aedeagus is rigid and elongate, borne 
at the end of an elongate apodeme. These characters separate the Micropezidae from all other 
acalyptrate families that occur in Israel, and also from closely related taxa, such as the Neriidae, 
Calobatidae and Taeniapteridae, which are not known to occur in Israel. 

Little is known about the biology and life history of members of the Micropezidae, and 
Hennig (1936:214) summarized the available knowledge up to that time. Colyer & Hammond 
(1951:200) claimed that adult Micropezidae prey on other insects, and recorded Trepidaria 
species as preying on aphids and small midges. They also illustrated the proboscis of T. 
petronella (Linnaeus) and drew attention to its resemblance to the proboscis of some other 
predatory Diptera. Muller (1957) reared larvae of Micropeza corrigiolata (Linnaeus) from 
root-nodules of Leguminae. Steyskal (1964) recorded some Micropezidae (sens. lat.) as pests of 
ginger (Zingiber officinale), but Hennig (1973:51) generalized about the larvae of the 
Micropezoidea saying that they are saprophagous. 

Up to the present, Micropezidae have not been recorded from Israel. In this paper three 
species of Micropeza, namely M. annuliventris (Hendel), M. grallatrix Loew 






















