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ABSTRACT 

Fourty-seven species of Tephritidae, 36 of which have been reared from hosts, are recorded 
from Crete, most of them for the first time. A list of 47 host plants Is given. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The tephritid fauna of Crete (Greece) was never studied systematically. The only 
species described from Crete are Katonaia (=Siticola) hemileopsis (Hering, 1947), Uro- phora 
neuenschwanderi and Terellia sabroskyi (Freidberg, 1982) which are endemic, and Myopites 
apicatus (Freidberg, 1979), which is known also from Italy and Israel. Moreover, the tephritid 
fauna of the whole state of Greece is rather poorly known, and the available information about 
it is scattered in several publications (e.g. Hendel, 1927; Dirlbek and Dirlbek, 1966, 1972). 
Dirlbek and Dirlbek (1972) listed 28 species from Greece, and the following number of species 
from other Balkan countries: Albania: 46, Yugoslavia: 74, and Bulgaria: 80. Thus, the Cretan 
fauna, with 47 species known to-date, compares well with the size of the faunae of 
neighbouring countries. 

From the zoogeographical point of view the Cretan fauna is strictly Palaearctic and 
distinctly Mediterranean. This is especially reflected in the relative richness of species of 
Tephritis (10), Urophora (5), Myopites (4) and Terelliinae (10). Euaresta bullans 
(Wiedemann), originating in Central or South America, is a recent introduction. Another recent 
introduction into Crete, that of Rhagoletis cerasi (Linnaeus), established a new southern border 
for this otherwise more northern species. Because of this strict zoogeographical affinity we 
have not given the general distribution of the species in the following list. Distributions, 
additional host plants and keys to most of the Cretan Tephritidae can be found in Hendel 
(1927).
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