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ABSTRACT
In June 1977 a mass population of Dolycoris baccarum L. (Pentatomidae)
was observed in a sunflower field in Israel. Each sunflower head carried
tens of bugs which sucked the developing seeds. The infested plants
yielded degenerate, empty seeds. In the following spring, first instar
nymphs of the bug were found on leaves of Plilomis viscosa (Poir) but no
mass aggregation, as in the previous summer, was found.
Dolycoris baccamm L. is a pentatomid of western Medite rranean origin
(Poli-vanova, 1957). It occurs throughout the Paleoarctic region and is a known
pest in the USSR and Scandinavian countries, where its bionomics and ecology
have been studied (Kamenkova, 1958; Viktorov, 1964; Conradi-Larsen &
Somme, 1973). Investigations on other aspects of D. baccarum were also carried
out (Nourteva, 1954, 1956). In other parts of Europe, too, outbreaks of D.
baccarum occasionally occur, as in Germany in the mid 1930s (Tischler, 1937).
D. Baccarum is known mainly as a cereal pest, attacking the grains in the
milky stage. Unlike other cereal pentatomids it is also polyphagous (Tanskii,
1971). It is considered one of the most important pests of tobacco in the northern
Caucasus (Romanova, 1930) as well as in other parts of the USSR and Poland
(Kamenkova, 1958). In Bulgaria it was most injurious and widespread on various
medicinal plants (Popov, 1973). It is a pest of sunflower in the Ukraine and in
Bessarabia, sometimes appearing in large numbers (Dekhtiarev, 1929); at harvest
time, the bugs migrate from winter wheat to sunflower as well as to tobacco and
other plants (Kamenkova, 1958).
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