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The civilised world is going at present through an anti-intellectual 
or rather an anti-scientific phase. It has accepted willingly and with plea-
sure the technological and social benefits of modern scientific research, 
but it has not been willing to accept that in fact we are going through a 
revolution which is bringing with it changes not less stringent than the 
first industrial revolution about 100 years ago. Moreover, the world is not 
willing to accept the fact that we are not always able to predict the 
changes that will occur in such a situation, in particular, whether these 
changes will be cumulative in nature. 

This inevitable chain of cause and effect is made even more con-
spicuous by an amplifying mechanism which in itself has been generated 
by the revolution we are witnessing: the desire of the developing nations 
to reach the standard of living of the developed countries, and the ability 
of the Third World to obtain information on new ideas, processes and de-
vices quickly and efficiently. This is of special significance with regard to 
the subject of our discussions, insect control, because the developing 
countries are situated in the tropical and sub-tropical zones in which the 
conditions for insect development are favourable and therefore the 
necessity for control is most urgent. 

                     
* This paper was the Inaugural Lecture at the 2nd International IUPAC Congress of 

Pesticide Chemistry held in Tel-Aviv, 1971. It was published in ‘Insecticides’ (A.S. 
Tahori, Ed), 1972 and is reproduced by permission of the publishers : Gordon and 
Breach Science Publishers, New York, London, Paris. 

 






















