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BIOLOGY OF CITRUS PSYLLA, DIAPHORINA CITRI KUW.
(HEMIPTERA: PSYLLIDAE)
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S U M M A R Y
Studies were conducted on the biology of DlaphoHna citri, Kuw., a serious pest of
citrus. Copulation started soon after emergence. Fecundity was 180 - 520 eggs per female.
The incubation period lasted 4 - 1 8 days. There were 5 nymphal Instars which took 10 to
30 days. The adults were long- lived. The complete life-cycle took 14 - 48 days. Ten
overlapping generations were recorded 1n a year. The Insect was most active during
March-Aprll.
The citrus psylla, Diasphorina citri Kuw., has been reported as a serious and
specific pest of Citrus spp. from China, Taiwan, Japan (Crawford, 1912, 1917); Burma, Ceylon
and the East Indies (Clausen, 1931, 1933). In India this insect has been recorded as a serious
pest in Punjab (Hussain and Nath, 1927; Pruthi and Mani, 1945; Rahman and Ansari, 1945;
Mangat and Singh, 1960; Atwal, k962; Sethi, 1967), Uttar Pradesh (Lai, 1950), Madhya Pradesh
(Bindra, 1957) and West Bengal (Banerjee and Mookerjee, 1962).
This insect has become extremely abundant in recent years in semi- arid and aridirrigated regions of Rajasthan and has attracted the attention of growers throughout the citrus
areas. Moreover, this psylla also acts as the vector of the greening disease of citrus in India
(Capoor et al., 1967). Yet no detailed information is available on the biology of the pest. Some
results of studies carried out in and around Udaipur in the years 1965-66 are briefly discussed in
the present paper.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Adults of the citrus psylla were collected in large numbers from citrus orchards. The
adults were confined to glass chimneys
with non-in- fested tender twigs of citrus for oviposition studies. The newly-hatched nymphs
were transferred to Petri dishes. The food, consisting of tender twigs, was renewed twice daily
(morning and evening) during the early instars, and once a day in the later instars.
OBSERVATIONS
Life-History
Copulation: The adults copulate 12 to 60 hours after emergence.
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